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Beee Dwa og afternoon distinguished members of the State 
Boso or Dmscroms Board of Education. My name is Roberto Del Rios and 


Gee CaLperon 


ASPIRA is a statewide organization with operations 
Mencepes Det. Vate Rava, ED.D. ond 


in Newark, Paterson, Jersey City, Trenton 
Nwey Aisuworo Dnia Camden. Annually, we service over 2,000 students who 
MnvaRwvets attend public school. Our mission is the education 
Gorce Savinoo. Jk, and leadership development of Puerto Rican and 


Jose A. Vasu individuals who make significant contributions to 
Nomi Verazouez Society. 


Z testify before you today because the proposed 
changes to the Bilingual Education Code threaten the 


essence of a thorough and efficient education for 
these same very students. 


changes. The first is the issue of parental consent 


ny 
facts or analysis by proven methods of determining a 
limited english proficiency, but rather a piece of 
paper requesting a parents signature. 


Another concern with the parental consent forms is 
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programs which were never returned. What happens 
in the case of a student who truly needs bilingual 


education services, but whose parent for some 
unforseen reason does not sign the consent form. How long will 
this student last until he becomes completely frustrated that he 


The second proposed change I will address is the elimination of 
the language requiring districts to establish and convene a 


This proposed change is frightening and has the potential for 
serious ramifications for the survival of Bilingual Education. 
The elimination of a parent advisory council is only a convenient 
policy to limit the rights and influence parents have on the 
educational systen. 


Clearly, and beyond a shadow of a doubt, the elimination of the 
Parents Advisory Committee is a direct violation of a "thorough 


and efficient" education. 


The changes that have been put forth by Commissioner Klagholz are 
nothing more but a wolf in sheep’s clothing. It is obvious that 


programs as possible. Many of these programs are the stepping 
stones that allow our urban poor the opportunity to climb their 
way out of poverty. 


foreign. Our children, who attend school, are instructed in this 
language. There is no English, Spanish, Creole, or Portuguese, 


alienates their heritage and willingness to learn? How long will 
they remain in the educational system before they graduate? If 
they ever do graduate? 


Bilingual education allows a student to learn in his native 
language. What is wrong with learning in your native tongue? 
Why is there a need to limit a students learning potential? I am 


education that it is better to know less than more. 


In closing I urge you to strongly consider the issue of parental 
consent. Parents need to provide educated consent not vice 
versa. Also, the role of parents is critical in all aspects of 
education. By eliminating the parent advisory committee the 
presence and role of parents in endangered; who next to the 


children are the largest stakeholders. 


Once again thank you for your attention. 


